Marton Moss Neighbourhood Forum 
Progress Report 
February 2020

The Forum and the residents have not had a meeting at South Shore Tennis Club since November, mainly because there was little to report. We have reports being written by AECOM on, Housing Needs Assessment, Design Codes and Site Assessment. 
We have draft copies of the Housing Needs Assessment and have had a video conference with the whole Committee and AECOM because we were not happy with all content of the draft. The Housing Needs Assessment is a complex highly technical document which derives its data from statistics drawn from Local Government information, census information, Google and the information supplied by the Forum Committee. We wanted this assessment to reflect the views of the residents collected in the survey we delivered to each household and circulated at meetings and by e mail. We await the final draft of this document.
The Design Code work still needs more information and they have asked that a new questionnaire be completed. However, they want this as soon as possible. To deliver this we plan a: 
Meeting at South Shore Tennis Club on Wednesday 19th February at 19.00
PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE help by sending apologies or your intention to attend
So, we know what numbers to prepare for, to the e mail below
Please try to attend, we will go through the questionnaire and vote on each question by show of hands. This would appear to be the quickest way to get the data required.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The website www.martonmossforum.org also has the questionnaire. You can download it and return it completed to chairman@martonmossforum.org or download print and return it to:
 Chairman MMNF Long Acre School Road FY4 5EL
If you cannot do the above paper copies will be available on request from the Chairman.
Photographs of the document will also be seen on the Facebook site.

We await the Site Assessment Survey which hopefully will be available before the meeting and can be discussed then.

Envisionuk are our advisors helping to put the overall document together. They have done a lot more work than was planned for and for that we have to thank them. We only paid for 16hrs help and we have already used 20 hrs at no further cost. Envisionuk will co-ordinate all aspects of the policy document with reference to the reports we have commissioned.

For legal reasons we cannot publish the draft reports.






The Committee has also been in touch with the Council to complain about areas which we feel are being neglected such as the verges on Midgeland, the 7.5T limit being ignored on School. The lack of enforcement of conservation area planning rules and the general lack of support for this project always with the excuse of “ There are no staff to help”. “There are no resources to help”. At first the Council were very helpful and it is a shame that this has deteriorated. We have a meeting with the Council on 13th February and hopefully some of these issues will be discussed. 


It is somewhat worrying that the Council have not helped in the way first thought of because during this year there is a lot of work to do to get the Neighbourhood Plan adopted. 

The order of things are:

1. Gather the various reports which should be done by the end of February early March
2. Meet with Envisionuk to tie together the reports and the various Envisionuk documents
    into a comprehensive plan. 
3.Check with Blackpool Council that it meets their needs.
4. Pass this plan to Locality to ensure it meets all legal requirements
5. Pass the checked Plan back to Blackpool Council and enter into discussions on presenting
     the Plan to the residents, by way of public meetings and copies being available to the 
     public.
6. A referendum on accepting the plan to be held. All residents living in the defined 
    Neighbourhood Area have a vote. Provided a majority of those voting, vote for it will be 
     returned to Blackpool Council.
7. Blackpool Council integrate the Neighbourhood  Plan into their Local plans.

At the end of this process the Forum will have done its job, there will be a question of what further use it can serve as there will be an estimated further 3 years of funding available. It may be that that time can be used to apply to become a Parish Council or similar body to continue to work for the residents of the Moss. Something to think about for the future.


 




