[bookmark: _GoBack]Marton Moss Neighbourhood Forum
Meeting held at South Shore Tennis Club on 19th February 2020 at 7:00pm.

Persons Present:
A.Allen. B.Allen. J.Ashworth. K.Aston-Cardwell. E.Atkinson. S.Atkinson. D.Balshaw. D.Barns. R.Bibby. S.Bibby. D.Buckley. D.Clayton. L.Cooper. A.Davies. S.Denning and sons. R.Ellis. H.Feeney. R.Gibson. P.Green. B.Green. C.Green. C.Guerin. P.Hargreaves. R.Hargreaves. C.Heneghan. M.Heneghan. B.Hill. N.Hill. B.Jackson. E.Jackson. J.Lawn. C.Manton. M.Marriot. D.Mckay. S.Morrell. G.Neal. T.Neal. A.Powell. N.Powell. L.Satterthwaite. P.Shevloff. Y.Shevloff. W.Smith K.Smith. P.Steeden. D.Stephens. P.Whiteside. S.Woodhouse. A.Wragg. D.Worsley. A.Young.

Apologies:
P.Balshaw. E.Bate. L.Beaumont. P.Bolton. S.Cartmell. J.Cartmel. D.Curwood. H.Cuthbert. D.Garner. B.Haworth. N.Hessey. J.Hulme M.Jackson. JP. Jackson. E.Knott.P.Maddock. M.Powell. B.Pugh. B.Scott. A.Spencer. R.Spencer. J.Taylor. J.Williams. A.Wood. 

Agenda:
1. Sign in
2. Toilets and Fire exits
3. Apologies 
4. Minutes of last meeting.
5. Chairman’s Report 
6. Questionnaire for Design Code.
7. Any Other Business 
8. Date for A.G.M

1. Sign in: Once again Steve asked for people to respond to his email as to whether they were attending or not. According to replies about tonight’s meeting there was only about 20 people who were coming and yet 54 had signed in.

2. Toilets and fire exits were pointed out.

3. Apologies see above.

4. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 11th December 2019 having been circulated were taken as read and approved by Harry Feeney and seconded by Dave Balshaw.

5. Chairman’s Report. See attached report at the end.

Steve and Linda had a meeting at the Council offices and the problems with the dykes and flooding was brought up. This is documented in the Chairman’s report.
Amos Powell asked about the Council’s response to the problems and if they acknowledged there is a problem.
Steve said that there is a gentleman at the Council who is responsible for the dykes and there will be a timetable for each area where the individual householders will be contacted and consulted about the dykes on their properties. However, this could take several years.
It was pointed out that we should all check the Deeds to our properties with regards to whether we are responsible for those dykes and watercourses on or around our properties. Each property is different.

6. Questionnaire 

We went through each question and had a show of hands. The results are as follows.

1. Layout
Within Marton Moss there are several examples of modern cul de sacs that are more densely laid out than the more historic streets in the area.
How important is it to you that the layout of future developments retain the local rural character.
 
Not important. 0.  No opinion.  0  Important   6 Very important 47
 
2. Parking.
Where cars are parked has an impact on the look and feel of a street. In Marton Moss there are various ways in which space for parking has been provided.
Do you think it’s important for new housing developments to provide areas for parking cars?
 
Yes   53   No   0
 
3. Landscape
Within Marton Moss there are large areas of open land as well as many dwellings which sit within land.
Do you think that future developments should be encouraged to protect the open and rural character of Marton Moss?
 
Yes   53  No   0
 
4. Front gardens and boundary treatments
Within Marton Moss there are several different types of boundary treatments that have been used.
Please rate the below boundary treatments 1 to 4 ( 1 being 1st choice)
 
Walled private space.            3rd                Turfed private space with no boundary             4th

Hedgerow front boundary.     1st                Front gardens with low wall and hedgerow       2nd

5. Movement
In Marton Moss there are several public rights of way. A number of these are overgrown with vegetation or blocked.
How important is it to you that the PROWs are kept clear and accessible for use?
 
Not important     0    No opinion     0      Important     0      Very important        53
 
6. Sustainability
Drainage ditches are a historic landscape feature found across Marton Moss. These provide drainage for the area and reduce the risk of surface water flooding.
How important is it to you that the drainage ditches in Marton Moss are retained in the future?
 
Not important     0       No opinion     0          Important        0           Very important.      53

Comment: They should be retained and maintained.
 
7. Materials
In Marton Moss the typical material palette is red brick or render with either slate or red pan tile roof tiles.
How important is it to you that these materials are used in future housing developments in Marton Moss?
 
Not important ____ No opinion ____ Important _____ Very important _____

Comment: There was a concensus  that “Future” proofing needs to be taken into account eg. Technology such as solar panels will change and so we need to include that such things are still visually “in keeping” with the area.
As part of the Forum area is also a Conservation area that will also determine some aspects of development and there may be single developments of outstanding architectural merit which, while not conforming to the local appearance, are worthy of being accepted.

7. Any other business.

Steve mentioned that Locality have offered the use of a trained negotiator who would work with the Council on behalf of the Forum. This came from a period when Steve was finding it difficult to get meetings and answers from certain officers at the Council. However recently there has been better accessibility and so we can keep that as an option in the future.
Some residents of Jubilee Lane / Stockydale Road are having problems with flooding which seems to have coincided with the Kensington development at Magnolia Way. In spite of assurances from the Council nothing has happened.  Steve said that if they sent him all the previous correspondence, emails and photos they have he would send it to the Council, on their behalf, from the Forum.
Dave Balshaw asked if there was any news about the Brentwood site. Since the property was not sold at auction the owner had approached Steve with a revised development plan of 8 properties. Steve advised him that until the Neighbourhood Plan was officially adopted the Council would not be considering any applications and he would be better waiting until then.
Harry Feeney asked if we had sufficient funds at present and Steve assured him that we had applied for everything we are entitled to and have received it

8. Date of next meeting 

To be arranged towards the end of March.
The Forum is coming up to the first year anniversary and we will be due to have our AGM. We should have a completed  Design Code document by then and also our local MP, Scott Benton, would like to introduce himself. 

Chairman’s Report 19th February 2020
 
It has been another busy time but I’m happy to say we are nearing the end of the first phase of writing this Neighbourhood Plan. The draft of these documents is nearly ready and one of the last things to do is complete this questionnaire that AECOM have sent. It’s a bit of a last minute thing, but if it completes the work in a way that satisfies both AECOM and the external examiner, it has to be done.
We have had the Call for Sites Map back and await the report on proposed building land. What this will say is anybody guess but hopefully it ties in with the results of our survey and matches the wishes of the residents.
The Housing Needs Assessment has been sent in a draft format and we have had discussions about it’s findings. That has been sent back for some small corrections and should return soon.
The deadline for all this work to be submitted is 17th of April but we would like it done in this financial year because we cannot apply for more funds until May and we will need funds to print the Draft Plan, hold public meetings and inform the residents what is going on.
Locality who over see this process are very pleased with the progress. To put this into context 75% of Neighbourhood Forums fail to produce a plan, of the remaining 25% they take 3 to 5 years to do the work, some taking longer than that. We have produced this plan in a record time, much to the Councils surprise. It is important we do not fail at the final hurdle, we need the residents to vote  for this plan in a referendum which will follow later this year
During the process of writing this plan certain issues have come to the fore. The problems of drainage are being exacerbated by increased rainfall and extreme weather events. We have asked who is responsible for the dykes and watercourses as there appears to be a view that the Council are not doing their job or that United Utilities are not doing theirs. Eventually after 8 months of asking we had a meeting with the gentleman making a new map of all the watercourses. It is Blackpool Councils intention to sort out the drainage problems. However, it will take a long time to remedy the ills of many years of neglect. At a guess it could be 3 years. They are going to tackle it in 3 areas. The land east of Midgeland Road from School to Progress Way as phase one. Once that is sorted, they will move on to the Midgeland, School, Division, Common Edge Plot. And finally, Common Edge, School, Progress Way, Midgeland plot. At this stage they do not foresee work in the rest of the Forum Area except for remedial work as required. Don’t go ringing them up about this, as it’s early days in the planning process, they are going to try and visit each household and explain what’s needed. When we know more, I’ll write to you. I would advise that you look at your deeds and find out your responsibilities under Riparian Law, so you have the facts to hand, as I say it’s not imminent but best prepared. Copies of this Law will be sent out in the next email to help you understand what’s going on. I did ask to send you copies of the flyer that the Council intends to send but they want to speak to everyone individually.
Midgeland Farm dykes are going to be sorted by Lancashire Scientific Services and I have to tell them about the meting at Blackpool because apparently, they don’t get any replies from them.
We will soon be officially, a year old, so it will be time for an AGM we hope to wait until the draft Plan is issued so we can combine the two items. I will let the Forum know a date very soon.
 
 
We have written to the Council about lack of implementation of existing laws and the way we just get told there is no money and no staff to do things. I have asked that the letter we sent be circulated to the upper echelons of management and get them to reply because the staff we deal with are very helpful it’s just when it comes to actually doing something it gets stopped. We have complained about this to Locality because the fear is we can write this plan and waste our time and their money, but how do we get Blackpool to implement the changes needed to sort out the Moss? Locality have offered us a trained negotiator  who is experienced in Councils and the law. It may be we will need this to help force the plan into action, so we are somewhat relieved that we can if needed access help that way. Since we have sent this e mail we have had 2 meetings which were somewhat more encouraging, where there was a degree of getting on with the jobs, whether that was because of the email or just coincidence we cannot say but it definitely feels better.
Once the draft Plan is ready we will send a copy out. Blackpool Council will read it and give their opinion. If any changes are requested then we will meet and discuss them before the Plan is agreed.
After Blackpool have agreed in principle to the Plan it goes to Locality who check it for legality, and how it fits with the governments policies. If they are happy it’s off to an external examiner. This is why getting the details right first time is important. We have to persuade someone we have never met that we are a special case and want to control our own neighbourhood in a way that suits us. All the paperwork and meetings are the means by which we have written something that should explain to a stranger, why we need this plan. How long this all takes is anyones’ guess. We hope to have the plan passed and ready for Blackpool to implement by the end of the year. Blackpool can choose to implement it straight away or can defer it until the next Local Plan, it is their choice. However after discussing this with planning I get the feeling that it will be sooner rather than later.

