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Meeting held at Stanley Conservative Club on 6/02/2019

1. Persons Present:

S. Woodhouse, Y. Shevloff,  P. Shevloff, R. Hargreaves, P. Hargreaves, 
E. Knott,  I. Jackson, P. Steedon, D. Curwood, S. Cartmell, J. Cartmell,
S. Jackson, G. Baker, K. Aston-Caldwell, E. Jackson, D. Wells, A. Hinds,
P. Aston-Caldwell, L. Beaumont, N. Hessey,  D. Stephens, P. Maddock,
B. Shipton, B. Charlton, A. Young, P. Green, A. Wragg, D. Buckley, 
S. Morell, G. Wears, E. Atkinson, S. Atkinson, L. Atkinson, P. Bolton,
G. Mercer, K. Stott, A. Stott, K. Whittaker, P. Whitaker, A. Joyce, T. Joyce,
H. Howe, J. Howe, J. Dillon, D. Stephens.


2. Apologies:

D & T Acton, A&B. Spencer, P. Bolton, A. Davis, H. Feeney, J. Hulme,
M&P Evans, A. Allen, J. Bennett, K. Houghton, Y. Stowell, J. Roberts,
C. Marton, H&S Stead.
 

Agenda:

3. Declarations or conflicts of interest 
4. Chairman’s report
5. Minutes of last meeting
6. Meetings with Blackpool and Lancashire Councils.
7. Travellers and Showpersons
8. Contact with Planning.
9. The application for designation and its progress
10.Facebook and website
11.Meeting rooms
12.Matters arising 
13.Next meeting 


3.
Declarations or conflicts of interest.
Alan and Tracey Joyce, Austin Young and Paula Green who live on Midgeland Road adjacent to the Travellers/ Showperson sites on Midgeland Road.

4.
Please see attached Chairman’s report


5.
The Minutes of the last meeting are available but due to a glitch have not been circulated.

6.
The meeting with Blackpool Heritage and Clare Johnson the senior planning officer took place. The Marton Moss conservation area should become official any day now and although it does not correspond with the MMNF area there should be a chance in the future to reapply for the areas to match up.
It does seem that all the various parties are in agreement with what we want for Marton Moss and that is very promising.

7.
Steve attended the Town Hall planning meeting which included the application from Mr Boswell for permission to set up a Traveller caravan site for two caravans and one chalet at 411 Midgeland Road. There were no objections and the planning was passed. 
Members of the Forum who were present at the meeting tonight and who live next door to the site say that they had no objections as it is back from the road and out of sight and is not impinging on other properties.
The other application for planning permission at 516, Midgeland Road is however entirely different. They have already moved onto the site having cleared trees, grass and hedges and laid tarmac and hard standings. The rear of the property is used as a dumping ground for scrap metal and vehicles and in order to access the site they are crossing a neighbour’s drive. There also seems to be some water logging issues in neighbours gardens that has not been a problem in the past.
A lot of Forum members have sent in objections via the Council web site but the general feeling of the meeting was that the Council were more likely to approve the application than take the feelings of local residents into consideration.
Steve suggested that where possible neighbours should take pictures of the site and all the heavy vehicles that are coming and going from there so that we can build a strong case for objecting to the application.
It was suggested that Steve meet with Mr Holland, the man applying for this planning permission, to discuss the concerns of the residents. Steve is happy to do this providing there is representation from the Council and possibly our local M.P. and that a recording of the meeting is taken so that there are no problems or misunderstandings about what is said at the meeting.

8.
With regards to the Planning Department Steve said that once the Forum is officially recognised we will have much more ‘clout’ in whether such planning applications should be approved or not. He suggested that where members have problems with things that are happening in their area the more evidence, such as photos, the better. 
Once the Conservation Area and the Forum are recognised we should have a stronger legal right to determine what happens in Marton Moss we will also have funds to help with scientific studies etc which would strengthen our case.
This would help in such areas as Chapel Road where there seems to be all sorts of industrial sites springing up which the Council seem to be turning a blind eye to.
However Steve also suggested that where members have no objections to planning applications we should register positive comments as well, we should be seen as being fair minded with everyone. Also if you do not want your name and address to show when putting in an objection they will be redacted if you state clearly at the top of your correspondence that it not be included.

9.
Our application for official recognition should be completed in about 3 weeks. When that happens we will be able to apply for grants and EnvisionUK will be available to help us through the legal quagmires.

10.
A big thank you to Keith Aston-Caldwell for setting up the website 
( martonmossforum.org). Adrian Stott agreed to maintain it. 
Ian Jackson has opened a Facebook page for us ( marton moss forum) as it is a closed group you have to click on the join button.

11.
As we are getting more members attending the meetings Stanley Conservative Club is not ideal and so Steve has looked at options. Tesco have a free community room but as it only holds about 20 people isn’t suitable, the South shore tennis club costs £50 per evening and the Marton Methodist Church on Midgeland Road is £35 so Steve will try to book that.

12.
A member asked if the Forum could do anything about the bus service which was suspended when United Utilities were working in the area, there are no buses covering the Midgeland Road / School Road area. As there are a lot of elderly people in the area and also St Nicholas School it is a much needed service.
Graham Baker has written to Blackpool Transport about this and the reply was that the service had not been stopped but that there is to be a review of all services in the spring. Steve agreed to write to Blackpool Transport and Gorden Marsden on behalf of the Forum. 
A member asked if we could do anything about the lack of ‘dog poo’ bins in the area as it seemed that most of the bags ended up being dumped on the pavement or hanging from trees. Apparently each bin costs £550 per year to empty and maintain. Ian and Susan Jackson, who do daily voluntary rubbish collections have found that the bins that are in place are usually overflowing with household waste. Ian said he would ask his contact at the cleansing department if anything could be done.
Another issue that was raised is the fact that Kensington builders who are responsible for most of the new housing in this area have a clause in their sales contracts that the new house owners cannot park ‘works’ vans on their own drive. This is leading to other residents having these vehicles parked outside their properties often causing problems with access. Steve will address this problem at the next planning meeting he attends.
Steve stressed the importance of the Forum having as many members as possible in order that we will have a voice in what happens in the future. With that in mind he asked that members continue to ask neighbours to join even if they cannot attend meetings.

13.
There was no other business the meeting was closed at 20:40
The date of the next meeting is 6th March at 7:00pm (to be confirmed)


