[bookmark: _GoBack]Marton Moss Neighbourhood Forum 

Meeting held at South Shore Tennis Club on 6th March 2019

1. Persons Present:

 A&B Allen, B. Charlton, B. Fish, C. Peterson, C.Whitehouse, D. Balshaw, D. Buckley, D. Clayton, E. Jackson, E. Bate, J. Tyson, Y&S Cartmell, M. Amirkhani, M. Straker, D. Straker, M. Jackson, A&N. Powell, P. Green,
P&R Aston-Cardwell, R. Ellis, S. Hartley, A. Hinds, A. Turner, A. Stansfield,
D. Bargh, H. Feeney, H. Cuthbert, P&Y Shevloff, I&S Jackson, P Hargreaves
B. Hargreaves, S.Woodhouse, T. Hunt, C. Manton, L. Naftel, J. Chadwick,
D. Barnes, J. Lawn, D. Riding, S. Swift, M. Swift, C. Holt, C. Ashworth
J. Cartmell, L. Beaumont, N. Hessey, D. Mackay, O. Baguley, T. Acton
D. Perry-Acton, S. Kerr, C. Baguley, P. Clarkson, L. Cooper, M. Marriott
J. Ashworth, D. Curwood, L. Denning, N. Peplow, Ms. Powell
There were also 17 illegible signatures from attendees.

2. Apologies:

A&T Joyce, A. Young, A&B. Spencer, J. Hulme, J. Taylor, J. Howe, J. Bennett
K. Haughton, E. Hill,  ?. Sanderson.
 

Agenda:

3. Declarations or conflicts of interest 
4. Minutes of the last meeting 
5. Chairman’s report.
6. Website presentation by web designer.
7. Facebook
8. Planning Applications
9.  Questions / Matters arising
10.  Time and date of next meeting

Steve opened the meeting by welcoming everyone but expressed his concern that only 31 people had confirmed they were coming when clearly there were many more. He stated that there were members of the Travellers community present who had been invited by him but there were also people who were not registered members of the Forum who had come.
 In future only registered members of the Forum or invited guests would be allowed to be present at the meetings.
Steve also stated that it was illegal to film or record the meeting without consent and that anyone putting things on social media may be removed from the Forum.

3. Declarations or conflicts of interest.


Mr D. Mackay who is a local builder and has submitted revised plans for the old Baguleys garden centre site. He has been invited by Steve to be present at the meeting in order to assess the Forum members feelings about the plans. Steve asked members to let him know their thoughts on the revised plans.

4. Minutes of the last meeting.

These were emailed out to members and taken as read.  Ian Jackson approved them.

5. Chairman’s report re meetings with Blackpool and Lancashire Councils.
    Please see attached report.

6. Website talk.

Keith Aston-Cardwell said that the site was up and running and that there is a section for Forum members to use that is Password secure. However he emphasised the importance of the legality of anything that was put on it. The presentation will be at the next meeting when Adrian Stott will also be present.

7. Facebook.

The Facebook site had to be shut down for a short period due to some unpleasant and threatening comments. It is now open again but only available to Forum members who have given their full names and addresses. 
Both Steve and Ian Jackson who runs the site emphasised the importance of it being a tool to promote the Marton Moss area and was not a showplace for airing grievances and disputes.


8. Planning applications.

There was a very lively and at times heated debate with regards to planning applications from residents and retrospective applications by Travellers and Showpeople.
Residents are very unhappy that over the years their applications for planning permission for single dwellings or extensions have been denied when Travellers and Showpeople simply move on to a site with their caravans etc. and then get retrospective planning passed.
Mr Brian Jenkins who is a Traveller and was invited by Steve to attend the meeting has lived on a site next to St Nicholas’s School for several years. He stressed that all they want is a place to bring up their families and be a part of the community.
There were lots of examples where this sort of thing had caused conflicts with neighbours and lots of resentment was expressed.
It seems that none of the sites proposed by the Council, such as Faraday Way, are suitable for the Travellers or Showpeople and that is why they are having to buy plots of land and move on to them.
Steve explained that at present that is what is happening as Blackpool Council have targets to meet with regards to the Travellers community. Once the Forum is established and we have funding we will be able to get legal advice on such matters and also that these things would be addressed in the Neighbourhood Plan. However at the moment we cannot use the Forum meetings to air grievances between neighbours. The Forum was set up to establish what the residents want in the future and how we can go about improving the area for everyone to enjoy. This is going to take several years it is not going to happen overnight. 

9. Questions/ Matters Arising.

Mr Ashworth a local builder who is now 74 years old asked for members of the Forum to help in looking after a local building. It is known as Blowing Sands and is the white cottage on the south east corner of the junction between Progress Way and Common Edge Road. Mr Ashworth worked on the rendering of the cottage several years ago and said how fragile the fabric of the building is. As it is a building of interest, Steve said he would contact Joan Humble at Blackpool Civic Trust and ask her to be aware of the building.

10. Time and date of next meeting.

To be arranged.
