
MARTON MOSS NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM 
 

What are the Local Issues the Neighbourhood Plan Could Deal With? 

 

The survey of Marton Moss residents (see separate Residents’ Survey report for full results) done in 

the autumn of 2019 revealed numerous local concerns and a need to act to make improvements: 

• A general liking for the open rural-like peaceful character of the area and a need to retain 

this as much as possible 

• Concerns about: 

▪ Speeding traffic, congested roads, and routes used by heavy goods vehicles 

▪ lack of bus services 

▪ untidy areas 

▪ recent large housing development spoiling the local character 

▪ traveller sites 

▪ loss of open land and few places for outdoor recreation and children’s play 

▪ adverse impacts on the natural and historic environment through development 

▪ inadequate infrastructure, including poorly maintained drainage dykes and lanes 

▪ obstructed public footpaths and limited opportunities for cycling and horse riding 

▪ the future of the derelict Midgeland Farm buildings and how adjoining land could be 

better used 

▪ inconsistent planning application decisions 

• Most people recognised that some housing development should be allowed but there was a 

preference for schemes to be smaller than 15 homes 

• Numerous possible housing sites were suggested, and these have now been considered in 

the separate Site Options and Assessment Report and are being scrutinised further 

• Some people recognised the Moss could accommodate a few more tourist caravan sites, as 

well as having a continuing role for market gardening and as a place for equestrian activities 

Most of the issues raised by local people could be matters for policies in the Neighbourhood Plan – 

see separate paper on Possible Policy Options. However, some of the issues mentioned in responses 

to the Residents’ Survey are outside what a Neighbourhood Plan is allowed to cover – these are the 

traffic and transport concerns, as well as untidiness. The Forum continues to lobby Blackpool Council 

about those matters. Having a Neighbourhood Plan is the chance to make sure there is a clear set of 

policies to guide planning application decision making. Some topics however are already covered by 

the Council’s Local Plan, these include sites for travellers and policies for affordable and specialist 

housing. 

 

Do you agree these are the Issues for the Neighbourhood Plan to deal with? 

Should they be changed or added to in any way? 

You can make your views known by using the form on the Forum’s website 

www.martonmossforum.org   The Forum can also be contacted via 

enquiries@martonmossforum.org or on 07739 517630. 
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