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Background 

 

Marton Moss Neighbourhood Forum’s primary objective is to create a 

Neighbourhood Plan, which once accepted will form part of the planning framework 

for Marton Moss. 

 

In order to obtain the views of residents, it was agreed at a meeting of the Forum 

that a survey would be undertaken of all households in the Neighbourhood Area. 

 

Methodology 

 

The survey was drafted and presented to members of the Forum for their views, it 

was redrafted and finally signed off at the Forum meeting held on 12th September 

2019. A copy of the survey form can be found at Appendix 1. 

 

It was agreed that rather than post the survey forms out, they would be hand 

delivered and collected by Forum members. The return date was set at 17th October 

2019, approximately a month after they were delivered. It was felt by the members 

that this personal delivery and collection approach would result in a greater number 

of completed forms. Several members of the Forum agreed to undertake this task. 

Approximately 450 forms were delivered and 137 received by the closing date, giving 

a response rate of approximately 30%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Results 

 

The results were presented to the Forum members at the Forum meeting on 11th 

December 2019 and it was agreed that they reflected their views. 

 

Q1. Please give your address 

The answer to this question was not recorded, it was only used to verify that the 

address given was within the area of the Marton Moss Neighbourhood Forum. 

 

Q2 How long have you lived at the address? 

 

0-5 yrs  16% 

6-10 yrs  7% 

11-20 yrs  18% 

20+ yrs  59% 
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Q3 What do you like about the Moss? 

 

General topics: 

• Peace and quiet 

• Rural aspect 

• Walking 

• Mix of different house styles 

• Wildlife 

 

Quotes: 

• The area in general 

• I love the countryside, peace & quiet 

• Rural area with small settlements and people 

• The different types of housing. The views. The public footpaths. The ability to 

keep horses and enjoy the open spaces whilst riding and cycling 

• Access to the Moss for walking the dog. Individual style houses, quiet area. 

Space between houses and open land. 

• We like the fact that a lot of the Moss hasn't changed. We enjoy walking over 

the field, down the lanes and the general area 

 

 

Q4 What do you dislike about the Moss? 

 

General Topics: 

• Traffic, volume/speed and HGVs 

• Wild Lane not reopened (however this road its outside the Marton Moss 

Neighbourhood Area) 

• Locals not able to build large developments 

• Parking near school 

 

Quotes: 

• The increase in extra-large lorries and speeding cars and motorbikes 

• New building houses, traffic congestion 



• Untidy areas 

• The inconsistency of local planning 

• The traffic down School Road and Common Edge which could be fixed at a 

stroke by repairing and renewing Wild Lane as 90% of the vehicles are St. 

Annes bound. See note above: this road is outside the Marton Moss 

Neighbourhood Area 

• Encroaching housing developments. Traffic on unsuitable Roads. Parent 

school parking near St. Nicholas School 

• The area is becoming too built up and traffic is horrendous 

 

 

Q5 On a scale of 1-10 (1 being the least important,10 most important) how 

important are the following issues to you? 

 

Average values 

The natural environment   9.0 

Transport and Roads   8.3 

The historic environment   7.7 

Infrastructure     7.7 

Public Rights of way   7.5 

The future of Midgeland Farm  7.2  

Leisure/recreation    6.6 

Job and economy    5.8 

Housing      5.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Q6 What type of housing development would you support in Marton Moss? 

 

Large development (more than 30 houses)  1% 

Medium development (15-30 houses)  6% 

Smaller development (2-14 houses)  31% 

Individual houses     35% 

None       24% 

 

 

 

Q7 Are there any sites you think are suitable for new housing development 

within Marton Moss? 

71% responded No. The remaining land plots have been cross-checked against the 

call for sites map that has been compiled by the Forum and displayed at several 

Forum meetings. 

 

 

Q8 Are there any areas of land that should be protected from development? 

 

77% responded Yes varying from everything should be protected to draining dykes 

but Midgeland Farm features highly with people wanting the area opened up for 

recreational use.  

 



A full set of all the comments is available on request, those which relate to outside 

the Marton Moss Forum Area have been passed to the relevant bodies. In total there 

were over 100 individual comments to this question, many making multiple points, 40 

referred to protecting unbuilt/open land from development, 31 that all land should be 

so protected and 17 saying that land at Midgeland Farm should be safeguarded. 

 

Just a few of the individual comments received to Question 8: 

 

• The common land behind St. Nicholas school popular with dog walkers, 

walkers, bird spotters etc. and the children from schools on nature walks. 

More could be made of it in terms of discovery trails, dog bins, fitness trails 

etc. 

• Midgeland Farm and the Moss. We’ve already seen large development 

happening without the roads and infrastructure to support it. 

• Any natural undisturbed green areas and trees left. Midgeland Farm could be 

a wildlife area/centre and historic centre. Trees planted by landfill site 

(owners) near Midgeland Farm. 

 

 

A word cloud taken from all the comments received to Question 8. 

 

 



Q9 What concerns you most about further development with Marton Moss? 

(enter a number 1 to 8 in order of importance to you 1 being the MOST 

important 8 being the LEAST important) 

 

Results displayed in result order: 

 

1. Loss of green space 

2. Increased traffic 

3. Loss of identity 

4. Public footpaths/rights of way, condition or loss 

5. Development out of keeping with current character 

6. Unsafe pedestrian routes/footpaths 

7. Loss of bridle paths 

8. Other comments made: 

▪ no public transport within 30 minute walk 
▪ Lack of primary school. In the future there will be a need for another 

primary school due to the increase birth rate and young families 
▪ increased flood risk from permanent blocking of dykes loss of grass/soil 
▪ inequality in decision making. The moss lost, its character a long time ago 

each house and land varies. Move with the times and think to the future. 
▪ a blanket ban on future development which I feel would be wrong 
▪ schools, shops 
▪ Increased traffic 
▪ we paid premium price for a house in a rural locale if more houses are built 

around, house prices will drop 
▪ too many houses and no community hub 
▪ lack of infrastructure 
▪ lack of visible neighbourhood schemes 
 

 

  



Q10 What do you feel should be included in the Neighbourhood Plan for 

Marton Moss? 

 

Only 19% of returned questionnaires made a comment. 

A full set of all the comments is available on request, those which relate outside the 

Marton Moss Forum Area have been passed to the relevant bodies. Over 100 

individual comments were made to this question, many making multiple points. 

 

The main topics raised: 

 

• Volume and speed of traffic 

• Retaining local character and open land 

• Small scale development only 

• Creation of recreation areas and better footpaths, bridleways and cycle routes 

• Lack of a bus service 

• Safeguarding wildlife 

 

There was also mention of the reinstatement of Wild Lane but as stated above this is 

outside the Marton Moss Neighbourhood Area. 

 

Just a few of the individual comments received to Question 10: 

 

• No more housing developments. Bus service reinstated. 

• Speed cameras on Midgeland Road also School Road. 

• A roundabout at the top of Jubilee Lane. Midgeland Farm to become a 

woodland - recreation area for families. Traffic control. 

• Possible leisure paths and bridal paths on Midgeland farm. More speed 

restrictions on School Road. 

• Development of the area which should be in keeping with the Moss. 



 

A word cloud taken from all the comments received to Question 10. 

 

  



Appendix 1 

 

 

Overleaf is a copy of the questionnaire. It was printed on two sides of A4 size paper 

and then folded twice, concertina fashion. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


