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To: Stephen Woodhouse   
Subject: Marton Moss Neighbourhood Plan 
Dear Stephen 

My apologies for the delay in getting back to you about the proposals in the Marton Moss 
Neighbourhood Plan. I have looked at the detail of the document and also discussed it with our BCT 
Planning Officer. We are both of the opinion that we should give our general comments to you 
rather than fill in the questionnaire. We feel that this is a good opportunity to allow the local 
community to express their opinions on what they like and don't like about living in Marton. BCT is 
already consulted when there are proposals for development in the conservation area and will 
continue to take a keen interest in the area. 

As the report outlines, any proposals must be considered in the context of the Blackpool's Local Plan 
and Core Strategy. But this is document adds a layer of local discussion about those plans. Many of 
the questions in the response document offer choices between supporting existing polices or 
tightening them further. Blackpool Civic Trust has certainly had concerns at some of the new build 
that has taken place with no regard to the traditional architecture and design of dwellings on the 
Moss. We agree that new developments should preserve the character of the area, whether it is felt 
that the current plans already provide those safeguards or if they may need to be strengthened. 

I would, however, wish to add two specific comments for further consideration. 

Firstly, I see that there are suggestions for the use of land at Midgeland Farm. Midgeland Farm itself 
and some of the land surrounding it, is owned not by Blackpool Council but by Lancashire County 
Council. I note the proposal "To save from loss and conserve the historic Midgeland Farm and 
original buildings." There is reference to the area becoming a community park. 

BCT has been working closely with Lytham St Annes Civic Society and both Blackpool Council and LCC 
about the future of these buildings. We obtained a grant from the Architectural Heritage Fund to 
undertake a project viability report. That report was submitted to us in July 2019. Various meetings 
were held to look at ways forward. But then coronavirus struck and discussions were halted. We 
would be very interested in looking again at the report and seeing if a way forward can be found 
involving ourselves, Lytham St Annes Civic Society, the two local authorities and the local 
community. 

Our second issue is clarification of the "windfall" policy referred to in the document. The previous 
Local Plan restricted new developments to preserve the character of the area. The consultation 
document gives several examples of poor design in some recent buildings. BCT would want 
reassurances that when "windfall" land becomes available any development is in keeping with the 
character of the area. We would certainly be against any "garden grabbing" that would undermine 
that character. 

We thank you for sharing this document and look forward to further discussions. 

Best wishes 

Joan Humble 
Chair Civic Voice 


