
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

29th September 2020 

 

FAO Mr Stephen Woodhouse 

Marton Moss Neighbourhood Forum 

 

Dear Sir 

MARTON MOSS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN CONSULTATION – EVIDENCE AND POLICY OPTIONS STAGE 

At the request of your Planning Consultant (Julian Jackson), I write to provide a copy of the Trust’s comments 

in digital letter form, as they were originally submitted via the online survey response form. They have been 

cut and pasted from the text in the anonymised September 2020 Final Response Survey document. 

Question 2:  There is no mention of climate change unless this is inferred through reference to flooding and 
drainage.  
 
Question 3:  I think that it is for local residents to say what matters to them, however I would say that drainage 
and flooding seem to be recurrent issues in the documentation.  It would be wise to recognise that much of 
the area’s surviving biodiversity interest and importance is bound up with the historic ditch network (Common 
Meadow Rue, otters and water vole passing through) and ponds (part of the important Fylde pondscape 
supporting Great Crested Newts etc.). Careful consideration needs to be given towards balancing the needs of 
residents and wildlife when considering drainage options. SUDS should be considered in any new 
development. 
 
Question 16:  The 12 Policy Options seem at odds with the results of the Residents Survey Results in which Q9 

identified loss of green space as the top concern and Q5 identified the natural environment as the most 

important issue (scoring 9 out of a possible 10).  In Q10, safeguarding wildlife was one of the main topics 

raised.  None of the 12 current Policy Options directly reflect these concerns.  Proposed Objective 3 

(Safeguarding Wildlife) is not reflected in any of the Policy Options. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Question 24:  I think that the draft Plan could be improved/updated to better reflect residents’ self-identified 

concerns based on the Survey Results data.  Forthcoming national planning policy will require all new 

development to deliver Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG). The Plan should also require SUDS in any new 

development (given identified local drainage issues and concerns).  For residential development, you might like 

to look at design codes such as ‘Building with Nature’ (www.buildingwithnature.org.uk).  It would also be 

helpful to look at Blackpool’s Nature Conservation Statement and given the border with Fylde, their adopted 

Biodiversity SPD.  You need to be considering ecological networks (especially north - south) & any opportunity 

to enhance these (perhaps through the Midgeland Farm proposal). 

 

I hope that you will find these observations of use as the Neighbourhood Plan development progresses & 

thank you for consulting the Wildlife Trust. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Kim Wisdom 

Conservation Officer for North Lancashire (Blackpool, Fylde, Lancaster and Wyre districts). 

The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and north Merseyside 

kwisdom@lancswt.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/

