
 
Subject: FW: MARTON MOSS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - PROPOSED SITE FOR FOUR 
DWELLINGS, DIVISION LANE, BLACKPOOL - REQUEST FOR HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY 
COMMENTS 
  
 
  
The Neighbourhood Plan has been reviewed and we have the following comments to your plan. 
  
The plan is for the period up to 2030 and states that it would be looking in bringing forward 28 
dwellings within that period.   
Note: 28 dwellings spread across the area would not normally raise any highway network concerns 
from a capacity or general operation  perspectives. 
  
The Neighbourhood Plan area includes land to the north and south of A5230 Progress Way.  The 
majority of the sites north of Progress Way will have negligible impact on Lancashire' highway 
network. The same can be said for a significant proportion of the sites to the south of Progress Way. 
  
33 sites have been put forward for consideration with the report concluding that 17 sites are suitable 
for development and a further 4 potentially suitable. 12 sites have been assessed as not being 
suitable or they are considered inappropriate. 
  
If the 17 suitable sites all came forward the assessment identified the potential for 41 – 46 dwellings, if 
the potentially suitable sites came forward the assessment suggests an additional 15 – 20 dwellings 
making a total of 56 – 66 dwellings. 
  
In terms of housing density a low density has been used (8-15 dwelling per hectare).  This is 
significantly lower than what the authority assumed in Wyre where 20-25 dwellings per hectare was 
assumed.  Given that this area is generally very rural however not dissimilar to areas of Wyre the 
8-15dph is perhaps trying to keep with the existing housing density (but it is highly likely that 
developers may wish to build on this with higher densities). Notwithstanding this difference in 
assessing the impact on the highway network I would recommend higher housing density being 
assessed to overcome this risk. If this was done it is likely that the number potential dwellings would 
be over 100. 
  
If I am correct housing numbers, in planning need terms have generally reduced across the region 
however the question relates to a 5 years housing supply and housing numbers are minimums. 
  
Of the sites that are suitable or potentially suitable the largest site is 2.14ha the second largest 1.71ha 
the remainder 1ha or below.  
  
Site MM19 has a site area of 2.14ha and could be accessed off Common Edge Road (slip road). It is 
identified as a site the is potentially suitable for residential development.  The assessment assumes 
4-8 dwellings, however, given its proximity to the EZ I would have thought a developer would push for 
a much higher density resulting in say around 40 – 50 dwellings.  
For your information, as part of the Blackpool Airport EZ network changes would be required in this 
vicinity and as such the local network and access arrangements would require closer scrutiny. It 
would be expected that a highway mitigation scheme would be required should the increase housing 
density be promoted. 
  
Site MM29 has a site area of 1.73ha and would be accessed off Division Lane. It is identified as 
potentially suitable for residential development. The assessment indicates 4 dwellings which would be 
in keeping with the linear development along Division Lane.  However, a higher housing density could 
fit within the site giving around 25 -30 dwellings.  The traffic generated by a development of this scale 
would exacerbate the existing issues at the poor junction of Division Lane / Common Edge Road / 
Queensway. Again it would be expected that a highway mitigation scheme would be required. 
  
The remaining sites are of a scale, even if a higher housing density were promoted, that would have 
minimal impact on the highway network that LCC have responsibilities for and as such could be 
supported in principle, however any application progressed would need to satisfy highway authority 



scrutiny on all aspects to ensure that its access and delivery can be suitably accommodated locally 
and safety is not compromised. It is likely that any proposal that were to come forward would require 
to support S106 requirements and S278measures as deemed necessary by the local highway 
authority. 
  
Neil 
  
Neil J. Stevens  
Highway Development Control Manager 
Highways and Transport 
Lancashire County Council  
Tel: (01772) 534057  
Mobile: 07825 063548  
www.lancashire.gov.uk 
 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/

