Marton Moss Neighbourhood Forum

Annual General Meeting held at South Shore Tennis Club on 30/03/2022

Present:
S. Woodhouse, Y. Shevloff, P. Shevloff, P. Hargreaves, B. Hargreaves, Sue Woodhouse, L. Satterthwaite, S. Tew, P. Steeden, M. Paylor, W. Paylor, 
C. Beardsworth, N. Hersey, L. Beaumont, B. Charlton, R. Gibson, M.Jackson, 
J.P. Jackson, M. Cole, S. Denning, T. Neal, A. Powell, N. Powell, D. Perry-Acton,
A. Acton, C. Heneghan, O. Baguley, A. Davies.

Apologies:
R. Hammer, H. Feeney, P. Bolton, K Balshaw, G. Baker

Agenda: 
1. Chairman’s Report.
2. Financial Report.
3. Any Other Business.
4. Date of next meeting.

1. Chairman’s Report for the year April 2021 to April 2022

Chairmans report for the year 
April 2021-April 2022

Firstly my thanks to the committee members, Julian Jackson our advisor from Envisionuk and all those who gave their time to producing the Neighbourhood Plan. 
I would make a special mention here about Julian Jackson. He did not retire last year when he should have, but agreed to work an extra year to see this project through, his devotion to completing this project is greatly admired and the community should be grateful for his help.
It has been difficult getting things done during COVID, for some time there were Council employees who did not respond to emails, which delayed information gathering for a period of months. This was only resolved by a complaint to the Council and the threat to take the complaint to the Ombudsman for Local Government. That statement is easy to make, but in fact it took many hours and numerous phone calls  to get the people concerned to listen to what we had to say and to respond accordingly.
We have employed AECOM to write some of the assessments and reports for the Neighbourhood Plan and on the whole they have been very good. We did however have difficulty with the Viability Assessment which we sent back some 6 times for rewrites as it did not reflect the wishes of the residents, or the situation in the area, but was a generic assessment for any English town. Locality got involved and tried to pressure us into accepting the report as written, but we did not like the assumptions made, Julian jackson involved Blackpool Council Planning in this discussion, as they had written a previous Viability Assessment, which we rejected as well. In the end we have accepted this assessment, but with the addition of an explanatory report from the Forum, telling of our misgivings, which should be read in conjunction with the AECOM document. We were told by Blackpool Council that no viability assessment has ever been done for Blackpool that says the project is viable, a damming statement for this troublesome piece of work which has taken 8 months of our time.
We now have all the Reports, Assessments and Documents complete for the Plan to be in draft form. There is now the Regulation 14 period where residents, businesses and land owners can comment on the Plan. All the comments will be considered and where possible changes may be made if they are legal and in line with the overall Plan.
Some 50 legal bodies such as gas and electricity suppliers, Natural England, English Heritage etc. have to be consulted as well. This consultation period lasts 6 weeks.
We have throughout the process given Blackpool Council our documents, so they have had a look at things as we have gone along. This should help in the next stage which is Regulation 16.
Once our consultation period is over and any changes have been made the Forum will formally submit the Neighbourhood Plan to the Council. With the following documents:
• The submission Neighbourhood Plan
• A map and statement showing the area to which the neighbourhood plan relates 
• The SEA scoping assessment 
• A legal checklist and letter 
• A consultation statement including appendices 
• A basic condition statement

The Council job then is to:

       • Local planning authority checks that submitted proposal complies with all relevant
          legislation 
       • If the local planning authority finds that the plan or order meets the legal 
          requirements it: 
· Publicises the proposal for minimum 6 weeks and invites representations 
· Notifies consultation bodies referred to in the consultation statement 
· Appoints an independent examiner (with the agreement of the qualifying body)

Independent Examiner:

• local planning authority sends plan/Order proposal and representation to the independent examiner 
• independent examiner undertakes examination 
• independent examiner issues a report to the local planning authority and qualifying body 
• local planning authority publishes report 
• local planning authority considers report and reaches own view 
• local planning authority takes the decision on whether to send the plan/Order to referendum
6-8 weeks

If everything is legal and any alterations are made the Council have to organise a referendum:

• relevant council publishes information statement 
• relevant council publishes notice of referendum/s 
• polling takes place (in a business area an additional referendum is held) 
• results declared 
• should more than half of those voting vote in favour of the neighbourhood plan, the plan comes into force as part of the statutory development plan for the area 
• should more than half of those voting vote in favour of the Order, the Order only has legal effect once it is made by the local planning authority

What becomes of the Forum then? I would like to think it carries on helping with problems in the Forum Area in an informal way. There will still be issues to resolve not least of which will be access to Midgeland Farm green space. We have had ongoing discussions with Lancashire Scientific Services about public access especially now the football fields at the top of School Road will eventually be built on. The gentleman in charge at the Farm site has been very helpful and is keen to do something but the farm buildings are unsafe and pose a problem. We have now got Blackpool Council involved after 3 years of nagging them they are now becoming interested in the area. It would be a good place for them to hit some of their tree planting targets and public access to green spaces, but we have to resolve the issues with the buildings. 
Blackpool Civic Trust have been very difficult, they have an interest in preserving the buildings because of the history. They commissioned a report but would not let us see it, if we had known that, we could have commissioned our own but we thought that we were all working for the public good and we could tackle the problem together. This was not to be and they failed to engage with us at any point. They have in the last week asked for a copy of the plan and what we propose for the farm, but its very late in the game to want to help. Blackpool Council and Lancashire Scientific Services in discussion with the Forum have come up with an outline plan which will no doubt be questioned by the Civic Trust, but it should get the dialogue going again. Sadly it is too late to incorporate this into the Neighbourhood Plan but hopefully we can help bring some of the farmland into public use.

We need to get the residents involved and I would ask that you fill in the comments forms preferably online as it is easier and less time consuming to gather the data but I recognise that not all of you are happy doing this and I have paper copies for those of you who wish to comment.

The Plan seeks to address some inequalities in our area by allowing some development of single houses and maybe one or two developments of up to 5 houses. Most applicants at this stage want somewhere for a relative, themselves, or to get out of temporary accommodation. There are some who want to provide themselves or family with capital, but the majority have said they do not want large scale developments like Redwood or Magnolia Points. 
We have tried to preserve the green spaces and write a design code that keeps the area green, addressed habitat and environment issues. The footpaths to be maintained and dykes kept clear.
I urge you to vote for this Plan in the forthcoming referendum because the alternative is leaving it to Blackpool Council.



2. Financial Report.

Balance at December 2021 : £190.91

Bank Charges Dec 2021:              £5.00
Bank Charges  Jan 2021:              £5.00
Balance at March 2022 :         £180.91

The following charges were incurred:
Invoice 7.  Hire of Tennis Club for 3 meetings.     £150.00
Invoice 8.  Moulton printing.                                    £316.62
Invoice 9.  Moulton printing.                                    £  33.00
Invoice 10.Hire of Tennis Club for AGM.                £  50.00
Invoice 11.Software purchase.                                 £164.18
Invoice 12.Website.                                                    £120.00
Invoice 13.Questionnaire Form printing.                £  24.00

Invoices 7 – 13 total of £857.80 have been forwarded to T. Barnett at Blackpool Council for payment from the Forum Holding Fund.

3. Any Other Business.

Amos Powell questioned the cost of some reports in the Plan given that the Committee was unhappy with them. 
Steve explained that having rejected them several times we had no option but to accept them as Blackpool Council had covered the costs.

Barbara Charlton asked if the Forum could do anything with regards to the visibility problem at the School Road/Midgeland Road junction.
Steve explained that at present the Forum had no powers with regards to that or indeed any of the problems associated with heavy goods vehicles using unsuitable Moss roads. However as these problems affected a lot of residents it would be something that we continue to monitor.
3. There was no other business. The date and time of the next meeting to be arranged.

